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request for an armistice already decided upon in the mind
of Weygand and in the will of M. Baudouin ? Was it a
mere feminine trick, the coquetry of a woman who puts
a high price on her presence and wants to be entreated ?
Or what was it ? One can imagine anything of Heldne
de Fortes. All that is certain is that she went and, in
view of what happened afterwards, she could not have
done more harm by staying in Paris; she might even
have done less. But would Paul Reynaud have gone ?
How darkly complex it all becomes !
Whether the Ministers met in council or not, did not
matter. Next day they would have left Paris, as I hinted
to readers of the Petit Parisien, who had more than a
suspicion of it. They could see lorries driving up to
Government offices empty, and coming away laden with
records, filing cases and luggage.
June loth was a crucial date, just as May loth had been
a month before. By a sinister coincidence June i6th would
be a replica of May i6th. In future almanacs we shall see
under the date June roth: "Italy declares war on France
and Great Britain ; the French Government leave Paris."
Throughout that day there was but one ray of light.
That was the telegram from Mr. Winston Chui chill to
M. Paul Reynaud. Let us reproduce the text of this
message, which was a solemn affirmation and the promise
of loyal British support; it now assumes a value inestimable
from the point of view of history.
" The maximum possible support is being given by British
forces in the great battle which the French armies are now
conducting with such undaunted courage. AII available means
are being used to give help on land, sea, and in the air. The
R.A.F. has been continually engaged over the battlefields;
and within the last few days fresh British forces have landed
in France to take their place with those already engaged in
the common struggle, whilst further extensive reinforcements
are being rapidly organised and will shortly be available"
It was in the course of the afternoon that the Italian
declaration of war was made known to Great Britain